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Method of Instruction:  Lectures, Discussions, Presentations 
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Course Description: 
This course is designed to introduce the students to the world of research by exposing them to 
the theoretical, practical and ethical aspects of different research techniques. The course aims 
to equip students in understand three things: (a) the process of knowledge 
production/construction by focusing on the basic concepts in research in general, different 
research paradigms and academic streams in social sciences (b) context-specific 
understanding of knowledge production to be able to develop expertise in Area Studies and 
(c) practical aspects of research concerning data collection and analysis. The lectures and 
classes are particularly concerned with the question: how to understand social reality (ies) 
and contribute in the knowledge production.  

 
Unit One: Area Studies Research 
Area Studies-Growth and Epistemology 
Interdisciplinary Nature 
World systems and Regional Interconnectedness 
Orientalism and its Criticisms 
 
Unit Two: Research and Research Problem 
Key Concepts in Research: Meaning-Value-Truth-Paradigm-Theory. 
Overview of the Research Process – Identification of the research problem-Formation of 
research questions and hypothesis- Preparation of review of literature. 
 
Unit Three: Approaches 
Positivist 
Scientific Inquiry-Objectivity and Subjectivity- Semiotics-Behaviouralism-Marxism-
Structurism 
Post-Positivist 
Critical Theory - Post-modernism – Semiotics – Hermeneutics – Phenomenology – Post – 
Colonialism – Feminism – Neo - historicism  
 
Unit Four: Methods  
Empirical and Conceptual-Qualitative and Quantitative  
Hypothetico Deductive-Historical Methods-Comparative  



Descriptive-Experimental Evaluation –  
The interpretist method-The reconciliatory method-Ethnographic method  
 
Unit Five: Data Collection and Analysis  
Primary data collection methods-Observation-interview-Questionnaire-Internet sources-
Experimental and Case studies- 
Secondary data-Using internet for primary and secondary research 
Analysing data-Overview of qualitative and quantitative data–Organizing and presenting data  
 
Unit Six: Preparing the Research Proposal 
Technical papers-Types of research proposal-The writing process-  
Bibliographies-References and Footnotes  

Schedule of Examination  & Grading: 

Midterm Exam   25 %  
Final exam     75 % 
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