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POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN AIR & SPACE LAW
COURSE CONTENT

PAPER-I
INTRODUCTION TO AIR LAW

Definition, Nature, Scope and Sources of Air Law:Freedom and Sovereignty in the
Air

Development of Air Law:Origin of Air Law-Theories of Airspace-Aerial Navigation
Basic Principles of Air Law: Principle of Exclusive and Total Sovereignty of State over
their Air Space-Principle of theFreedom of the Fighters in International Air Space-
Principle of Ensuring the Security of International Civil Aviation Organisition (ICAQ)
Conventions relating to Aerial Navigation: Paris Convention, 1919-Havana
Convention, 1928-Warsaw Convention,1929-Chicago Convention, 1944

International Civil Aviation Organization(ICAQO): Organizational Structure-
Legislative-Administrative and Judicial Functions-Dispute Settlement Mechanism of
ICAO
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PAPER-II
FUNDAMENTALS OF AVIATION LAW

International Air Law: Origin & Development of Aviation Law in USA, UK, & EU
Chicago Convention and the Fundamental Principles: Scheduled and Non-Scheduled
Air Traffic-Airline Cooperation-Nationality of Aircrafts-Rules on Airports-Jurisdiction
Carriers’ Liability under the Warsaw Convention: Applicability-Carriage
Documents-Extent of the Liability of Carrier-Duration of the Liability-Jurisdiction and
Procedural Aspects

Domestic Air Law: Aircraft Regulations Pre & Post-Aircraft Act, 1934-Aircraft Rules,
1937&Related Amendments

Development of International Legal Regime:Implementation of International Air Law

in India
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PAPER-I11I1

AVIATION LIABILITY AND LAW ON AIR TRANSPORT

Product Liability in Aviation: Concept of Product Liability-Strict Liability in Aviation-
Crashworthiness-Punitive Damages-Codification of Product Liability

Liability Insurance in Aviation: Development of Aviation Liability Insurance-Risk
Evaluation-Aviation Hull Insurance-Carriers’ Liability Insurance-Flying Personnel
Insurance-Insurance against Hijacking of Aircrafts

Liability for Damage Caused on Surface and During Collisions: Non-applicability of
the Warsaw System-Relevance of the Rome Convention and Montreal Protocol-Risk
Liability of the Operator-Liability for Noise, Sonic Boom and Crop-Dusting Air
Collisions

Carrier Liability:Air Carrier Liability for Passenger Death or Injury-Loss and Damage
of Air Freight-Surface Liability-Manufacturer Liability

Law on Air Transport:Bilateral Air Transport Agreements-Traffic Rights and Air

Transport Agreements-Competition Law and Air Alliances



PAPER-IV
AVIATION LAW ON SAFETY AND SECURITY

Legal Regime Governing Crimes on Board Aircrafts: Problem of Jurisdiction and
Applicable Lawsto try the Offenses on Board Aircrafts-Aviation Terrorism

Aircraft Hijacking:The Tokyo Convention-The Hague Convention to Combat
Hijacking-The Montreal Convention and the Safety of Civil Aviation- Convention on the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts Relating to International Civil Aviation, 2010

Security Regulations: ICAO &Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
Regulatory Approach on Safety

Regulations in India:Air Safety Provisions, Air Space & Air Traffic Management-
Airline Management-State obligation to Provide Air Navigation Services

New Development in Air Law: Technological Development and Problem in Civil
Aviation- Airport Management, Problems in Application of Air Laws-Liability in

International Civil Aviation
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PAPER-V
INTRODUCTION TO SPACE LAW

Nature, Definition & Scope of Space Law: Development and Sources-Demarcation of
Outer Space-Space Technology-Use of Space Technology-RemoteSensing-Disaster
Prediction, Warning and Mitigation-Management of Earth Resources-Satellite
Navigation and Location-Space Communication-Satellite  Broadcasting and
Telecommunication

Development of the Space Law: UN General Assembly Resolutions-International Co-
Operation for Peaceful Use-Shift from Air Law to Space Law

Fundamental Principles: Province of all Mankind-Freedom of Exploration, Use and
Scientific Investigation-Jurisdiction and Control-Cooperation between the States-
Astronauts-Envoys of Mankind

Space Treaties: Space Treaty,1967-Rescue Agreement, 1968-Liability Convention,
1975-Registration Convention, 1975-Moon Treaty, 1979-Partial Test Ban Treaty 1963-
Weather Modification Convention,1977

International and Inter-Governmental Organizations: Bilateral Agreement in Space
Activity-Organization of Space Activities-Department of Space (DOS) and Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)



PAPER-VI
SPACE LAW AND OTHER REGULATORY ISUUES

Liability and Registration: Launching State and Registering State-Liability
andResponsibility Regime under the Outer Space Treaty-Absolute Liability and Fault
Liability- State Liability& Responsibility for Private Space Activities-Registration and
Identification

System of Financing Outer Space Activities:Increasing Private Space Activities-Asset-
Based Financing-UNIDROIT Convention and Draft Space Protocol

National Space Legislation: Need for National Space Legislation-Commerce Oriented
Approach-US, Australian, Russian & UK Models-Indian Position

Current Development in Space Law: International Space Law Regime and Protection
of Environment-Property Rights in Outer Space-Intellectual Property Rights Created in
Outer Space-Space tourism

Emerging Issues of Space Settlements & Property Rights: Question of State
Sovereignty and Claim of Property Rights-Human Habitation on the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies-Protection of the Space Environment-Demilitarization of the Outer

Space-International Space Station-Inventions in Outer Space
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