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OBJECTIVES

To promote original scholarship on issues related to all
aspects of religion

Commitment to academic exploration, analysis, and
interpretation.

Exploring the interplay between religion, society, and
culture.

Minimising the misunderstandings, misinterpretations,
and prejudices based on one's religion.

Encouraging students towards critical conversations in

the field.
Exploring dynamics in the history of the religion.

./ To help in bridging historical and contemporary
discourses.

Fromoting communication of ideas between scholars of
different disciplines.

To educate and inform the vouth, thus bringing out
Maximum potential in the generation to follow.

Alerting the scholars and students towards the
challenges of the future.

DISCLAIMER

THE OPINION EXPRESSED IN EACH ARTICLE 15 THE OPINION OF ITS AUTHOR AND DOES
NOT NECESSARILY EEFLECT THE OPINION OF E-JOIS. THEREFORE, E-JON5 CARRIES NO
RESFONSIBILITY FOR THE OPINION EXPRESSED THEREON: ANY FORM OF REPRODUCTION
OF ANY CONTENT OF THIS E-JOURNAL WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE
PUBLISHERISSTRICTLY PROHIBITED. ALL EIGHTS RESERVED,
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Prof. Iqtidar Mohd Khan
{Dean Faculty of Humanities &
Languages, HoD & President,
Bazm-e-Tahgeeq/E-JOIS)

- PRESIDENT'S NOTE

he Department of Islamic Studies continues its

unwavering commitment to nurturing intellectual

discourse and critical engagement in the evolving
field of Islamic scholarship. It 1s with great pleasure that I
present this latest issue of E-JOIS, a platform dedicated to
exploring contemporary challenges and emerging
perspectives within Islamic studies.

This issue delves into a diverse range of nterdisciplinary
themes, reflecting the ever-expanding scope of Islamic
studies. The rapid advancements of the digital age bring both
opportunities and ethical dilemmas, raising concerns about
technology's impact on society, individual morality, and the
preservation of ethical values. As we engage with this
evolving digital landscape, the need for alhlag (Islamic
ethics) becomes ever more crucial in guiding human
behavior, fostering integrity, and upholding justice in
personal and collective spheres.

The articles featured in this edition contribute to a deeper
understanding of pressing concerns, bridging historical
wisdom with modern realities. 1 extend my sincere
appreciation to the esteemed scholars whose contributions
enrich this publication. Their dedication to knowledge and
pursuit of academic excellence strengthens the foundations of
Islamic scholarship. My heartfelt gratitude also goes to the
editor, sub-editor, managing editor, and editorial team
members for their meticulous work in curating this edition,
ensuring that E-JOIS remains a beacon of scholarly
engagement.

As we continue this journey of discovery and reflection,
may this issue inspire thoughtful discourse, ethical
awareness, and a renewed commitment to intellectual
growth. May the wisdom within these pages serve as a guide
in navigating the complexities of our contemporary world,
fostering a society rooted in knowledge, justice, and
COMpassion,
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ADVISER'S NOTE

ournaling has been a profound avenue of self-
expression and reflection for centuries. Whether
used as a tool for personal growth, creative
expression, or simply a means of capturing life's
moments, journalism has something to offer for
everyone. Brian Ledger has stated "A journal can offer
you a place to be someone, anyone, who you want to be."

Bazm-e-Tahgeeg (Research Scholars Association) of
the Department, throughout the past year has served as a
beacon of academic excellence. fostering a culture of
inquiry and innovation among our esteemed scholars.
One of the most notable endeavours of this session has
been the release of the e-journal "E-JOIS".

[ am delighted to see the fruition of this endeavour
and extend my heartfelt congratulations to the editor and
the entire editonial team for their outstanding work in
bringing this publication to life. The multi-disciplinary
Dr Mohd Khalid Khan nature of this 1ssue is both timely and significant in the
current realm of academia.

(Advisor
E-JOIS & Bazm-e-Tahqeeq)

[ firmly believe in the power of creativity, and [ am
immensely proud of the talents and abilities
demonstrated by our research scholars. Through their
diligent efforts and unwavering dedication, they have
transformed the pages of E-JOIS into a canvas for
intellectual exploration and academic discourse.

Once again, [ offer my warmest congratulations to all
those involved in the creation of this recent issue of E-
JOIS. May it serve as a testament to the scholarly
excellence that defines our department, and may it
mmspire future generations of scholars to continue
pushing the boundaries of knowledge.
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EDITORIAL

Shakeelur Rahman
Editor E-JI0S

Islamis a worldwide religion. It 1s the world's second largest religion in terms of followers. By
nature, it is the world's most peaceful and social religion. Its ethical principles are the most
effective solution to global peace. Prophet Muhammad -Its prominent preacher and last
messenger of Allah- 15 the world's best peace ambassador. His hife, attributes and reforms are the
best example of peace. The Qura'n and Hadith are its primary sacred religious Scriptures, where
It's basic principles and ethical values are rooted. Which are for the guidance of all humanity in
the world not for Muslims only. Qura'n openly states It is the guidance for all humanities.” and
in another place is “Killing anybody without any genuine reason is the killing of all humanities
and saving a single man's life is like a saving of all humanities.”

In respect and unity of humamity, the Qura'n says “0 believers! Don't scoff one group over
another because the inferior group may be better than the superior group. Women are also not
permitted to do this. Don't insult or defame one another because 1t is a bad sin after having faith.
And O believers! Don't suspect or spy on anyone and don't backbite one another because doing so
15 a sin and similar to eating the flesh of his dead brother.”

Allah has directed his believers not to abuse other religions since doing so will result in them
abusing Allah. Doing justice to opponents or enemies, preaching Islam without any pressure or
persecution, telling truth to everyone, caring for the needy, supporting people in the mater of
righteousness and providing protection to a non-Mushim when he requests it are the beauty and
uniqueness of Islam. These teachings and directions to the believers are not found in any other
religion clearly.

Along with these teachings, Islam also instructs its followers to remain consistent in their
sayings and actions because directing others for the good and nghteousness while forgetting
themselves is unjust and bad action.

In the light of these teachings and to spread the love and communal harmony in the world the
prophet Muhammad has preached Islam. Qura'n has talked about him that he 1s the mercy for the
universe. He also said about himself that he has been sent to complete the good characters
(Makarim-al-Akhldg). He proved himself with excellent characters and got the nickname A/
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Sadig (the truthful). Due to his outstanding character and honesty Michael H. Hart has placed
him at number one in his book “The 100: A Ranking of most influential persons in History”. Alot
of great personalities have been inspired by him.

Beside these facts, the world has tried to prove Islam as the religion of terror. Because of this
label Muslims are considered as terrorist. The word 'Islam' and "Muslim' are used as the symbol
ofviolence. At this point, [ wonder how Islam and its true followers can be the terrorist when their
basic teachings advocate for peace. After the deep study of Islam and Muslims I found that the
world has used this term to achieve the political power and maintain control over them. Another
reason is to stop the world's Muslim population from growing and Aounshing. However, they
failed in their mission and Islam grew to become the world's second largest religion. Allah's
claim has come true that the disbelievers want to destroy Islam by their slanders but Allah wants
to exalt Islam in the world. even disbelievers dishike 1t.

Now, | am thinking that Allah has announced that his real followers would be granted Jannah
on the day of judgement. And in this world, they are His vicegerent. Besides, Allah also had
granted that the real follower of the Prophet (Momin) will be the ruler of this world. But
nowadays, they are side lined by the non-believers from the power. They are tortured and treated
badly by only being a Muslim. Being the second largest majority of the world, they feel ashamed
to introduce themselves as a Muslim. They hide their identity and adopt western culture by
considering them the best civilization. Despite of doing this we are still getting accused as worst
among the humanity.

Main reason of this degradation is that, we are not the true followers of Islam. We only
proclaim that we are Ashig-e-Rasool (blind follower of the Prophet Muhammad), we would
sacrifice ourselves for Islam. But we do not have the true spirit of Islam in ourselves. We neglect
basic and social principles of Islam openly. Our claim for Islam is void. For instance, no
performing Namaz, telling lies, breaking promises. copying others in culture and life-style,
denying the guidance of Allah and his last messenger Prophet Muhammad.

In short, our sayings and actions are both so different. And Allah has promised the political
power and His special mercy for those who truly believe on Him. So, we should be the same in
both our actions and sayings and follow Islam as it's right.
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The Influence of Islam on

Mahatma Ganclhl 5 ]C]COlO

of Peace and Nonviolence

Abstract

hatma Gandhi, a prominent
leader of India's independence
movement, was deeply

influenced by various religious traditions,
including Islam. His engagement with Islamic
principles, particularly those emphasizing
peace, fustice and nonviolence, shaped his
approeach to social and political activism.
This paper explores how Islamic teachings
impacted Gandhi's philosophy and compares
his nonviolent resistance (satvagraha) with
Islamic values of tolerance and justice. By
analvzing his interactions with Muslim
scholars, his comparative study of religions,
and his vision for Hindu-Muslim unity, this
study highlights the role of Islamic principles
inshaping Gandhi's ideals.

@ SHAFQETULLAH BATT

M. A Islamic Studies, Sem IV, JMI

Introduction

Islam, encompassing political, social.
economic, military, and cultural aspects, traces
its origins to Prophet Muhammad's mission in
the 7th century CE. Regarded by Muslims as a
return to the faith of Abraham, Moses and
Jesus, it emphasizes submission to God.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) began receiving
divine revelations in 610 CE, advocating
monotheism, charity and preparation for the
Last Judgment. Facing opposition in Mecca, he
migrated to Medina in 622 CE, where he
established a state and later, he conquered
Mecca in 630 CE without any violence.

After Prophet Muhammad's demise in 632
CE, Islam expanded significantly,
particularly under the caliphate of Waleed bin
Abdul Malik (705-715 AD}. A hundred years
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after the death of Islam's founder. his
followers ruled a vast empire. Their territory
extended from the Bay of Biscay to the Indus
and the frontiers of China and from the Aral
Sea down to the Nile. Under Muhammad bin
Qasim, Islam reached India and later
fAourished through the Ghaznavids, Ghonds,
the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal dynasty.
During this era [slamic teachings influenced
many non-Muslim intellectuals in India,
including Mahatma Gandhi. His engagement
with Islamie thought played a crucial role in
shaping his approach to peace, nonviolence
and communal harmony.

Early Life of Mahatma Gandhi
Mahatma Gandhi was
born on October 2. 1869, in
Porbandar, Gujarat, India.
His father, Karamchand
Gandhi, served as the
dewan (chiel minister) of
Porbandar. Gandhi's
family had a strong
political background, with
his ancestors serving as
Prime Ministers in
Kathiawar states for three
generations. In his
autobiography, Gandhi
wrote "For three
generations, from my
grandfather, they have
been Prime Ministers in
several Kathiawar States."

His mother, Putlibai was a deeply religious
woman and a devoted practitioner of
Vaishnavism, mfluenced by Jainism. She
mstilled in Gandhi a strong sense of
spirituality, discipline and nonviolence. He
recalled her unwavering devotion, narrating
how she once vowed not to eat until she saw
the sun, and even when it did not appear, she
accepted itas God's will.

At the age of 19, Gandhi traveled to
London to study law. After completing his
studies, he worked for an Indian firm that sent
him to South Africa. There, he experienced
racial discrimination, including being
expelled from a train for refusing to remove
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his turban in court. These events deeply
impacted him and spurred his adoption of
satyagraha or passive resistance against
injustice. His experiences in South Africa laid
the foundation for his later activism in India,
where he sought to promote peace and justice
through non-violent means.

Comparative Religious Studies and Islam

During British rule in India, both Islamic
principles and Gandhi's ideas aimed to create
a peaceful society. Gandhi studied the Quran
and Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) life,
conducting comparative analyses between
[slam and other religions. He found parallels
between Islamic teachings and his concept of
non-violent resistance, emphasizing peaceful
coexistence, compassion and non-
cooperation with
oppression.

Islam upholds justice
and peace, mirroring
Gandhi's philosophy. He
remarked "l certainly
regard [slam as one of the
inspired religions, and
therefore the Holy Quran
as an inspired book and
Muhammad as one of the
prophets.”

C.F. Andrews, a close
associate of Gandhi, noted:
"Gandhi's
admiration for
the character of
Prophet Muhammad. as a man of
faith and action, and also for his
son-in-law All, as a man of tender
love and suffering deeply affected

him."

Mahatma Gandhi expressed his views on
leadership by distinguishing between
religious and historical figures. Addressing
Congress leaders, he mentioned that he could
not use Lord Rama and Krishna as examples
since they were revered figures from Hindu
mythology rather than confirmed historical
personalities. Instead, he pointed to 4bu Bakr
RA and Umar RA. the first two Caliphs of
Islam, as ideal leaders because they were real
historical figures known for their principles of




justice, humility and selfless governance.
Gandhi was particularly inspired by
Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) ability to
blend spirituality with political leadership, as
seen in the establishment of the Islamic state
in Medina. He believed that true religion must
influence practical affairs, stating "Religion
which takes no account of practical affairs and
does not help to solve them, 15 no religion."”

Islam and Nonviolence in Gandhi's
Thought

Gandhi also rejected the notion that [slam
spread through military conquest. Instead, he
credited its expansion to its revolutionary
principles and 1its ability to uplift the
oppressed. He stated:

"Islam has spread not by the
power of the sword, but by the
prayerful love of an unbroken
line of'its saints and fakirs."
Gandhi further emphasized the Quranic
principle:
"There is no compulsion in
religion."”
He maintained that forced conversions were
against the spirit of Islam, stating;
"The Prophet's whole life is a
repudiation of compulsion in
religion. No Mussalman has to my
knowledge ever approved of
compulsion.”

Both Mahatma Gandhi and Islamic
doctrines prioritize peace and non-violence,
despite differences in religious beliefs.
Gandhi's concept of Ahinsa (Non-Violence)
and Satvagraha (Passive Resistance) align
with Islamic teachings on peace and
compassion found in the Quran and Hadith.
Gandhi's actions and teachings, inspired by
his comparative study of religions including
[slam. emphasized the importance of
resolving conflicts through non-vieolent
means. Similarly, Islam emphasizes peace
and justice and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
exemplified forgiveness and reconciliation in
his life. Thus, both Gandhi and [slam
advocate for peaceful co-existence and non-
violent resistance as essential pathways
towards creating a harmonious world.

According to Gandhi:
"[slam is the religion of peace in the
same sense as Christianity,
Buddhism, and Hinduism. No
doubt there are differences in
degree, but the object of all these
religions is peace.”

He recognized Hindu-Muslim unity as a
vital issue, questioning how children of the
same God and land could remain divided. He
argued that both Hindus and Mushms failed
to grasp the real essence of God. Through
truth. love and nonviolence. he aimed to
bridge these divides. leaving behind a
message ol unity.

Conclusion

[slam's influence on Mahatma Gandhi
underscores the interconnectedness of
spirituality and political action. His
admiration for Islamic principles, especially
peace, justice, and nonviolence, shaped his
vision for India's independence movement.
Gandhi's comparative religious studies
helped him recognize the common goal of
peace across different faiths. Despite
theological differences, he championed
Hindu-Muslim unity, advocating truth, love,
and nonviolence as pathways to harmony. His
message continues to inspire efforts for
interfaith dialogue and peaceful coexistence.

References:
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.lnlthe Shadow Of.

A

The Dark Web's Impact on War-Torn Communities and
the Pursuit of Islamic Ethical Solutions

® Disha Rajendra Mishra
Department of Islamic Studies, M.A 4" sem.

Abstract

In an era wheve digital connectivity shapes
human interaction, this article uncovers the
grim reality of the dark web's role in
exploiting war-torn communities and its
psvchological and societal impact. Through
case studies from conflict zones like Syria,
Israel-Palestine, Myanmar, Nigeria, and
Libyva, it explores how illicit digital networks
intensify vulnerabilities in fragile states.

The study proposes an Islamic ethical
Sframework to address cvber exploitation. It
advocates a dual-pronged approach that
combines robust cyber regulatory measures
with communitv-based rehabilitative
strategies, grounded in Islamic teachings, to
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alleviate the harm caused by digital
exploitation in conflict zones.

Keywords: Dark Web, Illicit Activities,
Human Trafficking, Conflict Zones,
Cybersecurity, Refugee Exploitation and
Islamic Teachings.

Introduction: The Digital Battlefield of the
Oppressed

In the age of digitalization, where the
world is fully interconnected, the internet
stands as a double-edged sword, a catalyst for
progress, yvet a breeding ground for unethical
activities that boom beyond traditional
regulatory frameworks and legal oversight,
particularly in war-torn communities. Among




the most critical aspects of this digital frontier
is the dark web, a concealed and largely
unregulated segment of the internet
accessible only through specialised software
such as Tor. While initially developed to
safeguard privacy and uphold free speech, it
has evolved into a hub of hidden marketplace,
a haven for unethical practices, amplifying
vulnerabilities and enabling exploitation in
areas where governance is weak, institutions
are failing, and legal oversight is scarce. The
platform has become increasingly central to
enabling crimes that are difficult to track and
combat in fragile states. The encrypted nature
of dark web platforms like CryptBB. Dread.
and XS5 enables traffickers to operate with
minimal risk. CryptBB uses AES-256
encryption to conceal identities, Dread
facilitates 1llicit financial exchanges, and XS5
provides tools to evade detection. This digital
shield allows traffickers to act withimpunity.
[n lawless post-conflict regions, the dark
web functions as a modern slave market,
auctioning human lives with a click. As Sarah
Ferguson (BBC, 2022) states, “The dark web
has replaced traditional war economies.”
Cheap iternet access in conflict zones makes
refugees easy prey for traflickers, while
unemployment and lack of education leave
youth vulnerable to cybercrimes. Personal
data is often exploited on illegal platforms.
worsening cyeles of harm. This crisis 1s
worsened by high unemployment and limited
access to education, particularly among youth
who turn to online escapism, making them
more susceptible to financial fraud, identity
theft, and cybercrimes. However, Islam
provides a framework that condemns
exploitation and promotes ethical conduet,
evenin the digital realm.
“And do not consume one another's wealth
unjustly or send it fin bribery| to the rulers in
order that f{they might aid] you [to] consume
a portion of the wealth of the people in sin,
while you know [itis unlawfull.”

The Role of the Dark Web in War-Torn
Communities:

Reports from organizations show alarming
statistics about the dark web's role in

exacerbating conflict. Key findings include:

s 60% of human trafficking

»  40% of online radicalization

+ 35% ofillicit drug and arms trade

Law enforcement has attempted
crackdowns on dark web crimes, but
anonymity continues to shield traffickers.
Operation Disruptor (2020) dismantled
marketplaces selling drugs, firearms, and
organs, while INTERPOL reports (2017,
2022) exposed networks auctioning
kidnapped individuals. The dark web has
become a hub for sex trafficking.
highlighted by a 2018 case where European
authorities ended a human trafficking ring
operating on encrypted forums.

Research by the Tor Project and the U.S.
Department of Justice in 2016 revealed dark
web sites selling fake identities and
documents, facilitating human and organ
trafficking. The FBI shut down Silk Road in
2013, exposing the dark web's role in illicit
trade beyond drugs. According to the
International Labour Organization (ILO),
nearly 25 million people are victims of forced
labour. many trafficked via online platforms.

Case Studies of Dark Web Exploitation in
Conflict Zones

1. Human trafficking rings in Syria
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and Lebanon: Amid the Syrian civil
war, traffickers have tumed refugee
desperation into a lucrative industry,
exploiting vulnerabilities through
deception and coercion. Seeking
safety in Lebanon, many fall prey to
traflickers who use encrypted dark
web forums to lure them with false
promises of security, employment, or
asylum. Once trapped, victims face
exploitation, their fates sealed by the
anonymity of cryptocurrencies.
which obscure transactions and
hinder law enforcement. A 2016

investigation uncovered networks

auctioning the organs of kidnapped
refugees. leaving victims without
medical care or legal recourse. In one
chilling case, traffickers lured Syrian
refugees with promises of asylum,
only to drug them and harvest their
kidneys.

Organ trade of Gaza and Syria:
Reports reveal that Palestinian and
Syrian refugees have been forced to
sell organs for as little as 510,000,
using encrypted platforms like
WhatsApp and Telegram to disguise
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these transactions.

Cyber Misinformation and
Extremism Israel-Palestine:
Misinformation campaigns on the
dark web exacerbate tensions, spread
fake news, and recruit individuals into
extremist groups. These digital tools
intensify instability, complicating
efforts toward peace.

Exploitation of Rohingya Refugees:
The Rohingya refugees fleeing
Myanmar's persecution have been
heavily targeted by traffickers using
dark web marketplaces. These
refugees, already stateless and
marginalised, are lured by false
promises of employment or safe
passage to wealthier nations, only to
fall into sex or organ exploitation.
After the 2017 military crackdown,
many refugees sought refuge in
Bangladesh, only to fall prey to
traffickers offering fake job
opportunities. One case saw 50
Rohingya refugees sold into foreced
labour in Malaysia, where they
endured inhumane conditions for over
a year before being rescued.

Ilegal Arms trade in Nigeria and
Libya: Terrorist groups and criminal
syndicates use the dark web to
facilitate arms trafficking, recruit
fighters, and exploit vulnerable
populations.

Libya-Somalia case of recruitment
of Child Soldiers: Armed groups use
encrypted channels via the surface
web, then deal them in the hidden
dark-deep web. By luring the children
with promises of money or status,
only to force them into violent
activities, leaving lasting
psychological scars.

Nigeria's Job Fraud: Young
Nigernans. desperate for employment,




fall victim to dark web scams offering
fake job opportunities, often leading
to trafficking. One interviewee, Chidi,
a 22-year-old graduate from Lagos,
paid fees for a fake job offer. only to
realize he had been scammed. Over
60% of refugees in Lagos report
falling victim to such scams, which
are often connected to larger
trafficking networks.

8. Chatting sites and social media:
The "Love Scam" and Human
T r a i ¢ k i n g :
The "love scam" phenomenon, which
has proliferated in recent years,
exploits digital anonymity. In 2019,
fraudsters targeted women in the
Philippines. manipulating them into
sending money under false pretences
and then coercing them into
prostitution or selling them into
trafficking rings. This case illustrates
how the digital world amplifies
human trafficking.

The plight of these refugees is not merely a
statistic but a haunting testament to the
profound human cost of war, displacement,
and unchecked criminal enterprise. Their
stories demand urgent global attention and a
concerted effort to dismantle the networks
that profit from their suffering. The words of
Hazrat Ali (RA) resonate deeply in this
context "Do not be a slave to others when
Allah has createdyou free.

Psychological Impact of Dark Web
Exploitation on Vulnerable Populations

The psychological toll of exploitation in
the digital age cannot be underestimated.
Victims of trafficking, cyberterrorism, and
organ trade often experience severe trauma,
including anxiety, depression. PTSD. and
suicidal ideation, For many, the violation of
their autonomy and dignity leaves lifelong
scars. Victims may feel a loss of identity as

their sense of self~worth diminishes in the
face of relentless exploitation. Exposure to
online radicalization or cyberbullying may
also lead to disillusionment with societal
structures, deepening iscolation and
potentially leading to extreme measures as a
response to perceived powerlessness. The
intersection of traditional warfare and digital
exploitation amplifies these lifetime mental
health struggles, creating a cycle of despair
that becomes harder to break. Refugees,
already struggling, are vulnerable to the
psychological effects of dark web
exploitation.
Islamic Ethical Solutions to Combat
Digital Exploitation

Islamic ethics offer a comprehensive
approach to tackling the challenges posed by
the dark web:
Strengthening and ensuring ethical Cyber
Governance: The principle of Hisbah
(accountability) in Islam calls for moral
regulation. Governments must ensure ethical
oversight in digital spaces, by implementing
strong cybersecurity laws and ethical digital
policies to prevent cybercrimes. Law
enforcement agencies should also be
equipped with specialized training to combat
illicit activities on the dark web and ensure
justice for victims.
Empowering Communities Through
Awareness: Education plays a vital role in
safeguarding individuals from digital
exploitation. The principle of Amr bil Ma'ruf
wa Nahi anil Munkar (enjoining good and
forbidding evil) 1s a crucial Islamic principle
that calls for proactive engagement against
immorality and corruption. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) stated:
“Whoever among you sees evil, let him
change it with his hand; if he cannot, then
with his tongue; and if he cannot, then at
least detest it in his heart—and that is the
weakest of faith.”
Ethical Business Practices-Promoting
Integrity in Digital Entrepreneurship: The
Prophet (peace be upon him) stressed the
importance of lawful earnings. Muslim
entrepreneurs in the tech industry should
develop ethical online platforms, that
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prioritize privacy, security, and ethical digital
interactions. Upholding Islamic business
¢thics can help create a safer and more
responsible digital environment.
Leveraging Charitable Initiatives for
Cyber Victims: [slamic finance, particularly
Zakat (obligatory charity) and Wagf
(endowments), offers solutions to support
victims of cyber exploitation. Funds can be
allocated to rehabilitation programs.
cybersecurity education, and imtiatives that
assist individuals affected by online crimes.
Strengthening communal resilience through
financial and social support aligns with the
[slamic duty of caring for the vulnerable.

Upholding Justice and Human Dignity:
Justice (4dl) 15 a comerstone of Islamic
teachings, emphasizing the protection of
individual rights and dignity. Islam calls for
the establishment of a fair legal accountable
system. As Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (RA) stated:
*The true believer is one who does not wrong
others, even when wronged.”

Additionally, the Islamic concept of Karamah
Insanivyah (human dignity) reinforces the need
for compassionate rehabilitation. Efforts
should focus on restoring victims' self~worth
and reintegrating them into society through
education, employment opportunities, and
emotional support. As Hazrat Al (RA ) advised,
“Be an enemy to the oppressor and a helper to
the oppressed.” Most importantly,
educational imtiatives should be established to
empower at-risk populations with knowledge
about cyber threats and self-protection
strategies. Islamic teachings provide a clear
ethical roadmap for combating digital
exploitation. As the Qur'an reminds us:
“Indeed, Allah commands you to render
trust te whom they are due and when you
Judge between people to judge with justice.”
By integrating these principles into digital
governance, business ethics, and community
engagement, societies can work towards a
more ethical and secure digital future,

A Dual-Pronged Approach: Cyber
Regulation and Community-Based
Rehabilitation
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Combining robust cyber regulatory measures
with community-based rehabilitation as
grounded in Islamic principles, can provide
ethical solutions to mitigate digital
exploitation in conflicl zones. Strengthening
international cybersecurity laws, increasing
surveillance. and promoting ethical hacking
can help dismantle ilheit dark web operations.
Governments must collaborate with
organtzations like INTERPOL to track digital
transactions and disrupt trafficking networks.
Equally vital is fostering community-based
support systems, including rehabilitation
centres, and providing mental health
counselling to address trauma.

Role of Technology in Countering the Dark
Web: While the dark web presents sigmificant
threats, technology can also be used for good.
Islamic scholars and ethical hackers can work
together to dismantle harmful networks and
spread awareness. The Quran instructs:

“And cooperate in righteousness and piety,
butdo not cooperate in sin and aggression.”
Islamic law provides a moral blueprint for
addressing cyber exploitation. Scholars,
Leaders with the help of Governments and
[slamic institutions can create digital literacy
programs. raising awareness about cyber
threats. ethical internet use. and online safety
aligns with Islamic values, ensuring
communities are well-informed and
protected.

Conclusion

The dark web has become a digital
battleground, without stronger intervention,
these illicit networks will continue
flourishing in the shadows. Through
collective action, the global community can
work toward dismantling the networks and
mitigate the harm inflicted by the dark web on
communities affected by any conflict. As
stated in Quran:

“Whoever kills a soul unless for a soul or for
corruption [done| in the land—it is as if he
had sltain mankind entirely. And whoever
saves one—it is as if he had saved mankind
entirely.”
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and Islamic Identity

In the Era of Digitalization

* Madiha Mairaj
M. A Islamic Studies, 2nd semester
lamia Millia Islamia

Abstract

e digital age has revolutionized
how young Muslims interact with
their faith and shape their Islamic

Identity. With the advent of the internet,
social media and digital platforms, the
vouth's response to religion has altered. This
paper examines how digital spaces, such as
social media, online forums and digital
religious content, contribute to the formation
of Islamic identity, bolancing adherence to
traditional values and with the adaptation of
these values in response to modernity. It
provides us the understanding of Islamic
Identity and its components while addressing
the impact of digitalization and the ethical
concerns associated with it. Through surveys,
interviews, and content analysis, this paper
investigates how youth engage with Islamic
principles online, how they interact with the
broader digital culture, and how these
interactions influence their sense of self and
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belonging. The findings aim to shed light on
the evolving role of digital technologies in
shaping religious identity in the 21st century
and offer insights into how youth navigate




the complexities of faith, tradition, and
maodernity in an increasingly connected
world.

Keyword: Islamic ldentity, Youth,
Globalization, Digitalization, Digital tools,
Modernity

Introduction

Today's youth are stuck in the dilemma of
modernity and keeping up with their
religious values. For Muslim youth the
challenge is twofold- navigating the digital
world while preserving their Islamic identity.
Internet is full of information as well as
misinformation. It brings to the table both
the positives as well as the negatives.
Everybody irrespective of their status in the
society have access to internet and also to all
the data and information. They have the
complete freedom of choice in the sense if
they want to make internet as a boon or bane
for themselves.

In the earlier times, people had to travel
long distances, they spend days and weeks
and months in search of knowledge from one
scholar to the other, from one place to the
other. Women were not able to travel and
access the knowledge. But today, internet
and the digital arena had made the pathway
easy for us. We can access any information or
inquiry with a simple internet search. \We can
listen to podcasts, videos, narration of our
holy texts in midst of our busy schedules and
routines. Digitalization has made it easy for
us to keep up with our religion and our
worldly needs and requirements at the same
time.

What islslamicldentity?

Islamic identity refers to an individual's
sense of belonging to the faith, shaped by
religious beliefs, values, practices, and
cultural traditions rooted in Islam. It
influences social behaviour, ethical conduct,
and engagement with the broader Muslim
community (Ummah).

Islamic Identity in the light of Quran and
Hadith: For many Muslims, the Quran and
the Hadith are fundamental sources that

guide and shape their religious identity.
These texts outline key aspects of being
Muslim, emphasizing themes such as Iman
(faith), Akhlag (conduct), and lbadat (ritual).
Iman is expressed through the Shahada, the
first pillar of Islam, which declares that there
is none worthy of worship but Allah and that
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is His final
messenger. Akhlag prescribes the approved
forms of conduct for Muslims as outlined in
the Quran. Markers of Muslim identity
derived from these teachings include praying
five times daily, fasting, giving alms, and
performing the pilgrimage to Mecca.

Social and cultural construction of Islamic
identity: While acknowledging that the
construction of Islamic identity is rooted in
religious doctrine. Muslim researchers and
scholars also believe that Islamic identity is
socially and culturally constructed.

Social and cultural influences shape
variations in how Muslims practice their
religion. For instance, Islamic practices in
Indonesia may differ significantly from those
in Saudi Arabia or Turkey. Despite these
differences, a shared commitment to core
beliefs and practices unites Muslim
identities. Another important factor is how
Muslims interact with non-Muslims in
multicultural societies. In India, for example,
Muslims as a minority often negotiate their
identity in relation to other religious or
secular groups. These two aspects of Islamic
identity—the social and the religious —
generate a dichotomy between the socially
defined, ascriptive characteristics of Islamic
identity and those which are divinely
ordained and inscribed within the praxis of
religious tenets, such as the Five Pillars of
Islam.

Globalization and Youth Identity Crisis
Globalization introduces non-lslamic
elements into Muslim societies, leading to a
blending of cultures and potential identity
crises. Cultural globalization promotes
secularism, threatening Islamic values.
Western-controlled media influences
lifestyle choices, pushing Muslim cultures
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aside and replacing them with Western
norms.

The media, particularly in the age of
globalization, significantly influences lifestyle
choices — from fashion and eating habits to
communication styles and family matters.
Global media is largely controlled by the
West, with organizations like BBC, CNN, and
Time-Warner determining what is published
and broadcasted. Unfortunately, Muslims
lack powerful media outlets of their own to
challenge or compete with these global
giants, resulting in the continued dominance
of Western media. This has led to the
replacement of local and traditional cultures,
particularly Islamic culture.

Although globalization offers some
benefits in terms of cultural exchange,
information, language, and education, it
poses a challenge to Islamic values and ways
of life. The spread of American values
through globalization conflicts with
collective Islamic principles and behavioural
patterns.

Digitalization and Religion

With the advancement of information and
communication technologies, many aspects
of life, including religious practices, are
undergoing significant transformations.
Technology can enhance religious activities
by making them more engaging and
meaningful, increasing enthusiasm and
motivation, especially among the youth. The
rise of the internet, social media, and digital
platforms has created new opportunities for
religious expression and connection, while
also raising guestions about its impact on
traditional practices.

Digitalization has opened ways for people
and made their lives easy by providing them
alternatives in accordance to their needs in
the all-time evolving world. Earlier people
relied on the conventional sources like holy
books, hadith volumes, Friday sermons, etc.
to gather knowledge and to understand their
religion. But through digitalization they have
access to various online platforms, apps and
websites. They are connected beyond
borders and can attend online sermons, can
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recite the Quran in their digital devices, they
can get answers to their questions and can
solve their queries without any geographical,
financial, social or any other sort of barrier.
Some ways in which digitalization has eased
the way for the people are:-

1. Online sermons and teachings: Many
religious institutions have adopted digital
platforms such as YouTube live, websites,
and apps to connect with the Ummah
globally, transcending geographical
borders. People can now easily access
religious scholars and institutions
worldwide with a simple search. Theycan
attend online sermons, workshops, and
other religious activities at their
convenience.

2. Digital Texts and Scriptures: Nowadays
people have access to the digital format
of their holy texts such as the Quran and
Hadith books. The hustling youth can
utilize their travelling time in reading the
Quran digitally. They have the option of
making it to their religious beliefs along
with their busy schedules.

3. Virtual worship and performing rituals:
With the rise of technology, many
communities and institutions have
shifted to virtual forms of worship and
rituals. During and after the COVID-19
pandemic, digital alternatives became
more common, such as virtual Hajj
pilgrimage through apps like HajjivVR and
Al-Jazeera Hajj 360. While it doesn't
replace the real journey, it offers a
spiritual experience based on faith.

4. Community building and religious social
setup: The latest trend of podcasts,
online groups, communities, Da'wah
groups etc. has helped the youth at a
large scale to stick to their religious
identities. One major and well-known
group is 'The Youth Club'. There are
various only women communities too,
naming some — Jannah Institute by Dr.
Haifa Younis, Deen Stream by Misha
Bashir on Instagram, Rabata by Dr.
Tamara Gray, etc.




5. Formation of Digital Religious
Identities: People today find it more
convenient to share their experiences
and views online rather than engage in
offline discussions. Digital engagement
offers an opportunity to explore faith
rmore openly and define religious identity
in ways that may not have been possible
in traditional settings. The continuous
flow of information, including secular
ideas, atheism, and religious pluralism,
encourages individuals to guestion or
reformulate their beliefs in a more
personalized manner.

Digitalization as a Challenge to Islamic
identity

Balancing religious values with modern
lifestyles and societal expectations often
creates identity conflicts. The youth struggle
to reconcile traditional Islamic beliefs with
secular ideologies. Those who adhere to
their faith are sometimes labelled as
orthodox, which distances them from their
religion and impacts their Muslim identity.

In cyberspace, Islamophobia fosters global
connections among like-minded groups,
creating online communities that transcend
regional and national boundaries. Online
hate speech, dehumanizing language, and
conspiracy theories, such as linking Muslims
to terrorism, negatively affect Islamic
identity. Targeting Muslims because of their
religious attire such as the hijabs, kurta
pajama etc. compels them to conceal their
identity. Internet was seen as a safe space to
share and exchange views and beliefs but
with the cyber bullying it has also become a
space of hatred and hostility affecting the
mental health especially of the youth. Over
commercialization of Islamic beliefs is also an
issue in the digital era. Religious influencers
often commercialize the Islamic beliefs and
teachings which undermines the essence of
faith. The internet provides us with vast
resources and options which at times makes
it confusing for the youth to determine the
authentic data among the pile of information
available. The rise of fatwas online may
misguide or confuse the youth on which to

rely on and may contradict the traditions and
beliefs taught by their families.

While digitalization presents numerous
opportunities for the global spread of Islamic
knowledge and the connection of Muslim
communities. It also poses significant
challenges to the preservation and integrity
of Islamic identity. The rapid expansion of
digital spaces brings the risk of
misrepresentation, dilution of religious
practices and the rise of conflicting cultural
values.

Conclusion

A strong theoretical foundation in digital
Islamic studies is essential for understanding
the impact of digital tools on Islamic
practices. The digital era presents both
opportunities and challenges for youth in
maintaining a strong Islamic identity. The
internet offers access to Islamic knowledge,
global connections and a platform for
expressing faith. However, the
overwhelming presence of digital media and
exposure to diverse ideclogies can create
confusion and undermine traditional values.
Additionally, cyber-lslamophobia and online
harassment pose challenges, particularly for
marginalized Muslim youth.

Ultimately, young Muslims must navigate the
digital age with awareness and balance,
guided by religious leaders and families. This
guidance will help youth critically engage
with online content, resist harmful
influences and strengthen their Islamic
identity.
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