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Bio-Note of Prof Dilip Menon

Dilip M Menon is a historian and currently Professor of History in the International Relations
Department of the University of Witwatersrand and the Founder-Director of the Centre for
Indian Studies in Africa. He works on the social and intellectual history of modern India and
has engaged with issues of caste, inequality and socialism which has featured in works such as
Caste, Nationalism and Communism in South India, Malabar 1900-1948 (Cambridge, 1994,
2007); The Blindness of Insight: Essays on Caste in Modern India (Navayana, 2006); a co-
edited volume on Capitalisms: Towards a Global History (Oxford, 2020) and an edited volume
on the Cultural History of Modern India (Social Science Press, 2006) which is also available

in a Hindi edition.

Prof Menon’s research has also ventured in the direction of oceanic histories and theories from
the global south. His recent works include the co-edited volumes titled Ocean as Method:
Thinking With The Maritime (Routledge, 2022) and Cosmopolitan Cultures and Oceanic
Thought (Routledge, 2022) and the edited volume Changing Theory: Concepts from the Global

South (Routledge, 2022).

He is currently involved in an ERC project on India’s Politics in its Vernaculars with 19

academics working on South Asia who engage with 19 Indian languages.



