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Anirudh is a research analyst at RAND Europe, specialising in Home Affairs and
Social Policy. After obtaining a Masters in Education from TISS Mumbai, they
ventured into diverse research environments, further seolidifying their belief in
the accessibility and universality of research. Throughout their journey, Anirudh
has worked as a researcher with NGOs, academic institutions and think tanks,
and advocated for taking research out of strictly formal institutions while
preserving methodological rigour. This desire led them to pursue Research
Design and Methodologies at the University of Oxford. The upcoming talk
mirrors their aspiration to make research more inclusive and impactful for all.

This talk will explore the boundaries of research. Drawing from his rich
experiences, Anirudh will suggest a challenge to the traditional notion that
research is strictly an academic endeavour. Instead, they advocate for a
broader view, where research serves as a tool for all, enriching our decisions
and actions in diverse roles. With a focus on its universal relevance and real-
world applicability, this session aims to argue that the depth of academic
research can be, and perhaps must be, sought after along with the insights of

practitioners, emphasising that valuable research can occur beyond

institutional walls.
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