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Abstract 

What role do technologies play in acts of governance in a liberal democracy? Where does the aadhar 

scheme fit in the rationality of governance? Does it mark a turning point in the state-citizen 

relationship? How does one understand these newer technologies and what do they mean from a 

social standpoint?  

About the Speaker 

Dr Usha Ramanathan is an independent law researcher who has been studying the UID project from 

when it first became public. She has studied law at Chennai, Nagpur and the University of Delhi. She 

is an honarary research fellow at CSDS and also teaches at the ILI, and is a quest lecturer in several 

universities. She is an advisor to several NGO and international organizations such as Amnesty 

International and the WHO. She is also the South Asia Editor of the Law Environment and 

Development Journal published by IELRC and SOAS.   

 

Ravi Shukla is a software engineer with two decades of experience in the global software industry, in 

recent years; Ravi Shukla has been exploring the relationship between technologies, governance and 

society. He is currently completing his Phd thesis in Science, Technology and Society (STS) Studies 

from the Centre for Studies in Science Policy (CSSP), Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Delhi. His 

attempt is to ‘uncover mechanisms to interpret and render technologies as inherently sociotechnical 

processes’.                                                    
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